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of the maine of Malavar, and there to have lien off and on for
such ships as should have passed from Zeilan [Ceylon], Sant
Tome1, Bengala, Pegu, Malacca, the Moluccos, the coast of
China, and the ile of Japan; which ships are of exceeding wealth
and riches. But in our course we were very much deceived by
the currents that set into the gulfe of the Red Sea along the coast
of Melinde; and the windes shortening upon us to the north-
east and easterly kept us that we could not get off, and so, with
the putting in of the currents from the westward, set us in
further unto the northward, within fourescore leagues of the ile
of Zocotora [Sokotra], farre from our determined course and
expectation. But here we never wanted abundance of dolphins,
bonitosz, and flying fishes. Now while we found ourselves thus
farre to the northward, and the time being so farre spent, we
determined to goe for the Red Sea or for the iland of Zocotora,
both to refresh ourselves and also for some purchase [i.e. booty].
But while wee were in this consultation, the winde veiy luckily
came about to the north-west and caried us directly toward
Cape Comori. Before we should have doubled this cape we
were determined to touch at the ilands of Mamale^ (of which we
had advertisement that one had victuals), standing in the
northerly latitude of twelve degrees. Howbeit, it was not our
good lucke to finde it; which fell out partly by the obstinacie of
our master4, for the day before we fell with part of the ilands
the wind came about to the south-west, and then shifting our
course we missed it. So, the wind increasing southerly, we
feared we should not have bene able to have doubled the cape;
which would have greatly hazarded our casting away upon the
coast of India, the winter season and westerne monsons already
being come in, which monsons continue on that coast until
August. Nevertheles, it pleased God to bring the wind more
westerly, and so in the moneth of May 1592 we happily doubled
Cape Comori without sight of the coast of India 5^
1 The Portuguese settlement of San Thome", on the Coromandel Coast. It
is now a suburb of Madras.                    * A fish of the tunny class.
3  The Laccadives were generally called by the Portuguese the Mammale
Islands, after the great Cananor merchant who controlled their trade (Gray's
Pyrard de Laval, vol. i, p. 323).
4  John Hall, who had succeeded Mace in that post.
5  As a matter of fact the ship must have gone round Ceylon.